WORK ON BELLS IN THE CHESTER GUILD

So you think you need to have work done on your bells or fittings? What steps should you take to establish whether or not you have a problem and more importantly, what help is available from the Guild?

Do you have a Branch Bell Adviser? This could well be the first step to establishing the source of your problem. Have a look in the Annual Report or contact your Branch Secretary if you are not sure. In general the Bell Advisers will give advice in the tower and possibly refer you on to the next level of support.

Some Branches do not have Bell Advisers and so there is a network of Guild Bell Advisers. They are:

· Peter Robson from Thurstaston (Wirral)

· Ian Braithwaite from Christleton (Chester)

· Peter Wilkinson from Weaverham (Mid)

· Simeon Farrington from Norbury (East)

· Andrew Regan from Stockport St George (East)

· Any of the above will assist with a problem in the South Branch

They should give a written report and based on that you may wish to proceed to the next stage.

Seek professional advice from the bell foundries or bell hangers. Some charge for a visit and then refund the cost if you place an order, but most will come for free if you can wait until they are next in the area. They will provide a full written report and a quotation for the work. Do not be surprised if the quotations are different and also if the work they identify varies! When considering the various proposals, talk to other towers in the Guild where similar work has been carried out. Was it satisfactory? How did they decide which company to go to?

	Year
	Tower
	Work
	Company

	1995
	Wrenbury
	Rehang 4th & refurbish clapper
	Taylors

	
	Bromborough
	Rehang 7th & 8th. Frame braced & tightened
	Eayre & Smith

	
	Neston
	Removal of cast-in staples. Refurbish clappers
	Whitechapel

	1996
	Daresbury
	New gudgeons & bearings
	Eayre & Smith

	
	Acton
	Rehang all bells in existing frame
	Taylors

	1997
	Knutsford
	Extend frame & augment to 8 (cast @ Taylors)
	Hayward Mills

	
	Gt Budworth
	Rehang in new frame
	Hayward Mills

	
	Wrenbury
	Rehang 5th & refurbish clapper
	Taylors

	
	Warmingham
	Rehang all bells in existing frame
	Whitechapel

	
	Nantwich
	New ball bearings fitted
	Taylors

	1998
	Astbury
	Extend frame & augment to 8
	Taylors

	
	Barthomley
	Rehang front 7
	Taylors

	1999
	Tushingham
	Rehang 5th & 6th
	Taylors

	
	Marbury
	Refurbish clappers
	Taylors

	
	Wrenbury
	Rehang 3rd & refurbish clapper.
	Taylors

	2000
	New Mills
	Refurbish all clappers
	Pembletons

	
	Eastham
	General overhaul
	DIY

	
	Wrenbury
	Rehang treble & 2nd. Refurbish clappers.
	Taylors

	
	Nether Alderley
	Rehang in new frame
	Eayre & Smith

	2001
	Stretton
	Retune & rehang all 6 in new frame
	Hayward Mills

	
	Alsager
	Refurbish all clappers
	Taylors

	
	Ch Minshull
	Retuning & other restoration
	Eayre & Smith

	
	Stockport St M
	Pulley boxes
	Eayre & Smith

	
	Sandbach
	Rehang all 8
	Eayre & Smith

	2002
	New Mills
	New ball bearings all 8 & new wheels 2nd, 3rd, 6th 
	Pembletons

	
	Thurstaston
	Augment to 6
	Taylors

	2003
	Wistaston
	Repairs to 4th wheel
	Taylors

	2004
	Stretton
	Augment to 8
	Hayward Mills

	
	Bosley
	Refurbish clappers, etc
	Eayre & Smith

	2005
	Hayfield
	Refurbish pulleys, clappers, etc
	Taylors Eayre & Smith

	2006
	Brereton
	Augment to 6
	Taylors Eayre & Smith

	2007
	Backford
	Replace pulleys
	Taylors Eayre & Smith

	
	Sutton
	New pulleys & boxes
	Taylors Eayre & Smith

	2008
	Bunbury
	Refurbish wheels, pulleys & sliders
	Taylors Eayre & Smith

	
	Poynton
	New pulleys & boxes
	Taylors Eayre & Smith

	
	West Kirby
	Remove cast-in staples, refurbish bearings, clappers & pulleys
	Nicholson

	
	Waverton
	Extend frame & augment to 8
	Taylors Eayre & Smith


Do you think you need to apply for a Diocesan Faculty? The Diocesan Advisory Committee (DAC) meet once a month and act in the same way as your local planning authority, but on behalf of the Church. Not all work on church bells and fittings needs a Faculty and the Minor Works List (sometimes called the de minimis list) can be found on the Chester Diocesan website www.chester.anglican.org/dac. If a Faculty is required then your Parish must make a formal application, which will be considered at one of the meetings. So how do the members of the DAC know about bell matters? To assist them in their deliberations they have a series of advisers to cover specialist areas such as heating, lighting, organs and of course, BELLS. The Guild representative, appointed by the Guild Committee and approved by the Bishop is Peter Dyson from Poynton. If the work will need a Faculty then it is worth seeking Peter’s help at an early stage, as his advice will ultimately be sought by the DAC and it might save time later. Note that the DAC does not have to accept the recommendations from its Advisers and the Chancellor does not have to accept the recommendations from the DAC – only he has the power to grant a Faculty. Ultimately it will be your PCC who will fill in the application, so obtain their backing and seek the advice of your Church Architect (he may be a member of the DAC!).

At all of these stages it is worthwhile to seek the advice and help of the Guild Bell Restoration Fund Officer, Peter Wilkinson from Weaverham – the earlier, the better. He will be happy to assist you, especially in the important matter of obtaining funds for the work. He will be able to help with funding from the Guild using the forms on the website to apply for a Grant or a Loan and suggest other sources. He can also help you to liaise with the various Central Council committees:

· Towers & Belfries - if you need further independent advice, particularly if there is a problem with the structure of the tower.

· Bell Restoration – advice on how to organise a bell restoration project and can also give grants (Peter is currently a member of this committee).

· Redundant Bells & Rescue Fund – a potential source of bell(s).

